rosis (OS-MS) preferentially found in Asians is
See also p 296.
They found a significant increase in the serum prolactin level in female patients with Asian type MS(OS-MS) as compared with healthy controls at the time of acute optic nerve involvement. The serum prolactin level has been reported to be normal in Caucasian patients with MS(conventional form of MS) (4, 5) .
It is interesting to note that similar hyperprolactinemia was reported in black womenhaving recurrent opticomyelitis (6) . Although MSis also rare in black people, their MSfrequently show opticospinal form (recurrent opticomyelitis). Therefore, hyperprolactinemia appears to be preferentially associated with opticospinal MSin Asians as well as in black people. Although the mechanismof hyperprolactinemia wasnot studied in those black patients (6), Yamasaki et al (3) clearly showed an association betweenhyperprolactinemia and acute optic neuritis. The previous study of the same group in Japanese patients with MSindicated hypothalamic cause for hyperprolactinemia by a loading test and brain MRI.It is thus suggested that an extension of optic nerve inflammation to the pituitary stalk disrupts the tuberoinfundibular dopaminergic pathway inhibiting pro-
